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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Web page — The information located at an
Internet address that can be viewed using a
browser program on your computer, such as
Netscape or Explorer.

Parliamentary Counsel — Body supervising
the electronic presentation of all NSW
legislation into a format available to the
general public.

Act — Act of the NSW Parliament containing
the enforceable law of NSW.

Regulations — Administrative rules and
details necessary to enforce the intent of an
Act.
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INTRODUCTION C

It is a condition of issue for a NSW Game
Hunting Licence that the licence holder be
aware of and obey all NSW legislation that (ODE OF
relates to hunting, animal welfare and the use [Jd:{\q1[¢:
of firearms. This unit of study will assist you & LAW
to abide by this condition of licence.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

On completion of this unit of study you will:

UNIT1.1

* Be able to be tested for a Restricted
NSW Game Hunting Licence with
your nominated hunting method/s.

* Know the NSW Code of Practice for
Game Hunting.

e Know how to access up to date NSW
Government Acts and Regulations online
using a computer.

e Know how to obtain detailed information
from any Act or Regulation relevant to
hunting in NSW.

e Understand the penalty for trespass with a
firearm in NSW.

e Understand that NSW law in relation to
cruelty to animals directs that no animal
be allowed to suffer unnecessary pain.

Understand the general blanket
protections extended in NSW to native
fauna.

e Understand the requirements of the
Firearms Act 1996.

e Understand the requirements of the Game
and Feral Animal Control Act 2002.
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NEW SOUTH WALES CODE OF PRACTICE
FOR HUNTING

This Code of Practice is legally binding in NSW
under the provisions of the Game and Feral
Animal Control Act 2002 and Regulation 2004.
NSW licensed game hunters must obey this Code
as a condition of licence.

1. AWARENESS of relevant legislation.

It is the responsibility of the holder of a NSW
Game Hunting Licence to be aware of and
comply with all relevant legislation relating to
hunting, animal welfare and the use of firearms.

2. SAFE handling of firearms.

Where firearms are used, the rules for safe
handling set out in the NSW Firearms Safety
Awareness handbook published by or under the
authority of the Commissioner of Police must be
complied with at all times.

3. PERMISSION required to enter land.

A NSW Game Hunting Licence does not
automatically authorise the holder of a licence to
hunt on any land. The holder of a game hunting
licence must not hunt on any land without the
express authority of the occupier of the land.

4. TARGET IDENTIFICATION and safety.

A game animal must not be fired at unless it can

be clearly seen and identified, and the shot taken
poses no discernible risk of injury to any person
or significant damage to any property.

5. OBLIGATION to avoid suffering.
An animal being hunted must not be inflicted
with unnecessary pain. To achieve the aim of
delivering a2 humane death to a hunted animal:
() it must be targeted so that humane
kill is likely;
(b) it must be shot within the reasonably
accepted killing range of the firearm and
ammunition or bow being used, and,

(c) the firearm, ammunition, or bow and
arrow, used must be such as can be
reasonably expected to humanely kill an
animal of the target species.

6. Lactating female with dependant young.
If a lactating female is killed, every reasonable
effort must be made to locate and kill any
dependant young.

7. Wounded animals.

If an animal is wounded, the hunter must take
all reasonable steps to locate it, so that it can be
killed quickly and humanely.

8. Use of dogs.

Dogs and other animals may be used to assist

hunters but only if:
(a) their use is not in contravention to the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979
and,

(b) their use is with the permission of the
occupier of the land concerned.
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HOW TO FIND INFORMATION ON
HUNTING LAW

If you are a computer user

Enter the website address
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au

This will take you to the home page for the
NSW Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. Here you
will find all the current NSW legislation, both
Acts and Regulations. The site has advanced
searching and browsing facilities.

If you are not a computer user

Copies of legislation can be obtained from the
NSW Government Bookshop in Sydney by
phoning (02)9238 0950. The bookshop is
located in the Goodsell Building, Cnr Phillip
and Hunter Streets, Chifley Square, Sydney
NSW 2000.

Alternatively, you can obtain assistance to
access the internet. It is important to
remember that obtaining information online is
very easy once you know how. Getting started
is the difficult part. All you need to do is to
ask for help to find the Parliamentary
Counsel’s home page address listed above.

Why not either:
e Ask a friend with a computer to help you.

¢ Ask a member of the local hunting club to
help you.

e Visit a local community technology centre
for assistance to access the NSW
government website.

e Seek help at your local library. In NSW, all
local libraries have free online computer
facilities.

e Pay to use an Internet Café computer. Ask
the staff for help.

V.111.05

USING THE PARLIAMENTARY
COUNSEL'S WEBSITE

All NSW law, both the Acts and Regulations,
can be accessed on this website.

C
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You do not need to know the name of the Act
or Regulations that you are looking for.

Once you have opened the front page of the
website click on <Search in Force> to open
the In Force Legislation page.

A NSW Legislation - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit View Favorites Tools

@Eack - \_/J B @ \_h psaardﬂ *Favnrih&s QMedia Q

Address |@ http:/fwww.legislation.nsw.gov.au

Help

Parliamentary
Counsel’s
& Office

Government of New South Wales Legislation hon

This source site for NSW legislation is provided by the Parliamentary Cou

« NSW legislation in force, both Acts and statutory instruments (regu
consolidated and kept up-to-date—the In Force database
histarical versions of legislation, including repealed legislation—see
and earlier versions of selected titles (see What's New for details)
= an archival collection of NSW legislation as made since 1990—the
» advanced searching and browsing facilities.

Important information for users

1. Please see About for details about the databases on this site, wha
2. Help (on the main Search In Force page) provides information and t
3. Accessibility issues. Please see this topic on the FAQs page.

4. The FAQs (Frequently asked Questions) page provides useful infor
g

6

T

. The Site Manual is a comprehensive guide on how to use the site.
. This site is best viewed with a screen resolution of 800x600 pixels

versions of Microsoft Internet Explorer or Netscape may not displa
. Webmaster information. Click here for complete information abo

You will then be asked for some words to
start the search engine.

Make sure the ‘Acts in Force’ and ‘Regs in
Force’ boxes are ticked.
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In this example we have entered the words game
animal in the “exact phrase” section and

clicked on <Search>.
TN RO N OO = W JR S

Parliamentary
Counsel’s
Office

In Force Legislation

This search screen enables users to search Acts, subordinate legislation (such as
instruments (EPIs), as currently in force. It also provides a search facility for repealg)
rules and other subordinate legislation made under Acts, as originally enacted or m:

What do you want to search?
[ Acts In Force [7]Regs etc In Force [JEPIs In Force []Acts Repealed [ Re

exact phrase animal -«

all of the words

any of the words

without the words

Search In: Search

@ tet O ftitle

Limit search to the v _‘ and/or Act/Reg/EPI No
Advanced

A number of regulations and acts appear that
use that phrase - including the Game and Feral
Animal Control Act 2002 that we want.

Click on its title and the next page will appear
showing you the contents of this Act.

T

T o s R

Itp: /fwww.legislation. nsw.gov.au/maintop/search/finforce

‘ Parliamentary
: Counsel’s
S | Office

About

ily Bulletin

Erowse A-d £

SearchiIn/Force  Browse A-Z [ Force  Search As Made

Records 1to 5 of total 5 Pages : 1
Food Production (Meat Food Safety Scheme) Regulation 2000

Game and Feral Animal Control Act 2002 No 64

Game and Feral Animal Control Regulation 2004
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 No 80

Rural | ands Protection Act 1998 No 143

Pages: 1

Top of page

Click on <Part 1 Preliminary 5 Game animals
for the purpose of this ACT>

1.1.4

The definition of what game and feral animals
can be hunted under this Act now appears.

Use the scroll bar to look at all the contents on
this page.

Historical Versions

Status (nformation § Whole Instrument § List Regs etc

Matches query (match 2 of 7 records)

Game and Feral Animal Control Act 2002 No 64

There are 6 hits within this page. Jump to:
5 Game animals for the purposes of this Act
(1) For the purposes of this Act, a game=+ 4animal= is any of the following
(a) deer (Family cervidae),
(b) California quail (Lophortyx callipepla californicus),
(c) ph (Phasiniacus pk

colchicus).
(d) partridge (Alectors alectoris chular),

() peafowl (Pavo cristatus).

() turkey (Meleagris gailopavo galloparve).

(2) Any of the following animals that is living in the wild is also a +game=+ +a

(@) pig.
(b) dog (other than dingo),

(<) cat,

(d) goat,

Click the <Back> button at any time to go back
to the previous page to look at other sections of
this Act.
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LOOKING UP PENALTIES

Go back to the In Force Legislation page.
This time enter the words trespassing
firearm in the “all of the words” section. You
will find a long list of Acts that contain this
word but many of them are not relevant to
hunters. You often need to use more than one
word to get exactly the information you need.
This is called limiting your search.

Y | Counsels
=  Office

Contact

About

What'

Exposur

Search As Made

search In Force  Browse A-Z In| Force Browse A

In Force Legislation

This search screen enables users to search Acts, subordinate le
instruments (EPIs), as currently in force. It also provides a searc
and other subordinate legislation made under Acts, as originally

What do you want to search?
[¥] Acts In Farce [¥]Regs etc In Force [JEPIs In Force [JAct

exact phrase

Browse 4-7 Repealed

C

Whole Instrument
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A new page is displayed showing that part of
the Crimes Act we are interested in.

On this page Click on the line that contains
the phrase <Part 3B Offences relating....>.

L '\) @ @ (h pSEBrm \"{;‘\?‘Favorites eMedia 6

http: /fwww.legislation.nsw.gov .aufsummarize finforce fy f1?autoquery ={FragmentSGML Y

Records 1to 1 oftotal 1 Pages : 1

Crimes Act 1900 No 40
Part 3B Offences relating to explosives. firearms etc. 93H Trespassil

Pages : 1

Tap af; page

A new page is displayed containing the exact
detailed information that we want.

all of the words trespassing ﬁrearm|

any of the words

without the words

Search In:

In this example you will find only one Act that
contained both these words, the Crimes Act
1900.

Contac

About

Exposure Drafts What

Search I Force  Browse A-Z [niForce.  Search As Made  Browse s

Records 1 to 1 of total 1 Pages: 1

Crimes Act 1900 No 40
Pages: 1

Top of page

ion | Whole Instrument. § List Regs etc

Histarical Versians

Matches query (match 1 of 1 records)

Crimes Act 1900 No 40

There are & hits within this page. Jump to:
93H Tresp

ing+ with or d ous use of «firearm= or spear gun

(1) A person who, possessing a +firearm=, imitation +firearm=. spear gun or imitatig
building or land (other than a road), unless the person:

(&) is the owner or occupier of the building or land or has the permission of the o
(b) does so with a reasonable excuse, or

(c) does so for alawful purpose,

is liable to imprisonment for 5 years.

(2) A person who fires a firearm or spear gun m or into any building or on or on to
person:

(a) is the owner or occupier of the building or land or has the permission of the o
(b) does so with a reasonable excuse, or

{c) does so for a lawful purpose,

is liable to imprisonment for 10 vears.

(3) The onus of proving the matters referred to m subsection (1) (a), (b) and (c) and
and () lies with the defendant.

However, this is a large Act and we need to
find where in the Act the information on
trespassing with firearms is located. To do this
Click on the <Hits list>.

V.111.05

We've now found that the Penalties for
trespassing with a firearm are severe.
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IMPORTANT HUNTING LEGISLATION

The six important Acts that all hunters need to
be aware of are:

e the Crimes Act 1900 in relation to trespass
o the Firearms Act 1996

o the Game and Feral Animal Control Act
2002

o the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974

o the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
1979

e Companion Animals Act 1998

In summary, to comply with these Acts you must:

e Only hunt on property that you own or have
written permission to hunt on.

e Only use firearms safely, with appropriate
licences and approved storage facilities.

e Only hunt prescribed game in accordance
with Game Council NSW Hunters’ Code of
Practice.

e Only hunt native fauna with appropriate
National Parks and Wildlife Division licences
of Department of Environment and
Conservation.

e Never inflict unnecessary pain and suffering
on game and feral animals.

1.1.6

EXAMPLE ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS

Example question |

Up to date information on all the laws and
regulations relevant to hunting in NSW is
available on the Parliamentary Counsel’s web
page http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au

True or False?

List four serious breaches of NSW law in relation
to hunting.

1.

Example question 2

It is a condition of licence for a NSW Game
Hunting Licence holder to be aware of and obey
all NSW legislation that relates to hunting, animal
welfare and the use of firearms.

True or False?

List four of the Acts of the NSW Parliament that
regulate hunting.

1.
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REFERENCES FOR FURTHER READING
AND LEARNING

1. Commons Management Regulation 2001
2. Crimes Act 1900

3. Crown Lands Act 1989

4. Firearms Act 1996 No 46

5. Firearms (General) Regulation 1997

6. Forestry Act 1916 No 55

7. Forestry Regulation 1999

8. Game and Feral Animal Conitrol Act 2002
No 64

9. National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974
No 80

10. National Parks and Wildlife
Regulation 2002

11. Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act 1979

12. Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(General) Regulation 1996

13. Weapons Probibition Act 1998
No 127

14. Companion Animals Act 1998
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SELF ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

True

False

1. | The NSW Code of Practice for Hunting is not legally binding.
You will find all the current NSW legislation, both Acts and
2. | Regulations, at the home page for the NSW Parliamentary
Counsel website.
It is a condition of issue for the NSW Game Hunting Licence that
3. | the Licence Holder be aware of all NSW legislation that relates to
hunting, animal welfare and the use of firearms.
i No animal when being hunted may be inflicted with unnecessary
" | pain.
You do not need a Game Council NSW licence to hunt deer on
5. private property in NSW.
6 The maximum penalty for discharging a firearm while trespassing
' is 10 years imprisonment.
; You must only hunt on property which you own or for which you
" | have written permission to hunt on.
8 You are only permitted to hunt prescribed game in accordance
" | with Game Council NSW Hunters’ Code of Practice.
9 You are only permitted to hunt native fauna with appropriate
" | National Parks and Wildlife Service licences.
10 Never inflict unnecessary pain and suffering on game and
" | feral animals.
118
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